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 Shloka 

Ya Devi Sarva Bhooteshu Lakshmi Roopena Samsthita

Namastasyai Namastasyai Namastasyai Namo Namaha
Salutations again and again to the Devi who abides in all beings in the form of good fortune.

Om   Mahaalakshmi Cha Vidhmahe, Vishnu Pathnai Cha Dheemahi
Tanno Lakshmi Prachodahyaath Om Shanti Shanti Shanti
Om  Mahaalakshmi the Supreme Divinity.  We meditate on you Vishnu’s wife.  May this Almighty lead us on the path of total liberation.
Namasthesthu Mahamaaye' - Sripeede' Surapoojithe' |
S'ankha Chakra Ghathahasthe' -Maha Lakshmi Namosthudhe'||

Salutations to the Great Maya (the power of Supreme Brahman devoid of qualities). Her abode is none other than Sri Peetha or Sri Chakra. She holds the Conch (symbolizing the gross manifestation) and the Disc (symbolizing the great wisdom).
I worship Sri Maha Lakshmi with all devotion.

Bhajan
shyAmaLE meenAkSi sundarEshvarasAkSi 
shankari guruguhasamudbhavE shivEvA

pAmaralOchani pankajalOchani
padmAsanavAsini hari lakSmivinutE shAmbhavi 

Lakshmi is depicted in a female form with four arms and four hands. She wears red clothes with a golden lining and is standing on a lotus. She has golden coins and lotuses in her hands. Two elephants (some pictures show four) are shown next to the Goddess. This symbolism conveys the following spiritual theme: 

· The four arms represent the four directions in space and thus symbolize omnipresence and omnipotence of the Goddess. The red color syinbolizes activity. The golden lining (embroidery) on Her red dress denotes prosperity. The idea conveyed here is that the Goddess is always busy distributing wealth and prosperity to the devotees. The lotus seat, which Lakshmi is standing upon, signifies that while living in this world, one should enjoy its wealth, but not become obsessed with it. Such a living is analogous to a lotus that grows in water but is not wetted by water.
· The four hands represent the four ends of human life: dharma (righteousness), kama (genuine desires), artha (wealth), and moksha (liberation from birth and death). The front hands represent the activity in the physical world and the back hands indicate the spiritual activities that lead to spiritual perfection.
· Since the right side of the body symbolizes activity, a lotus in the back right hand conveys the idea that one must perform all duties in the world in accordance with dharma. This leads to moksha (liberation), which is symbolized by a lotus in the back left hand of Lakshmi. The golden coins falling on the ground from the front left hand of Lakshmi illustrate that she provides wealth and prosperity to her devotees. Her front right hand is shown bestowing blessings upon the devotees.
· The two elephants standing next to the Goddess symbolize the name and fame associated with worldly wealth. The idea conveyed here is that a true devotee should not earn wealth merely to acquire name and fame or only to satisfy his own material desires, but should share it with others in order to bring happiness to others in addition to himself.
· Some pictures show four elephants spraying water from golden vessels onto Goddess Lakshmi. The four elephants represent the four ends of human life as discussed above. The spraying of water denotes activity. The golden vessels denote wisdom and purity. The four elephants spraying water from the golden vessels on the Goddess illustrate the theme that continuous self-effort, in accordance with one's dharma and govemed by wisdom and purity, leads to both material and spiritual prosperity.
Goddess Lakshmi is regularly worshipped in home shrines and temples by her devotees. A special worship is offered to her annually on the auspicious day of Diwali, with religious rituals and colorful ceremonies specifically devoted to her

aShTalakShmi stotram
AdilakShmi

sumanasavandita sundari mAdhavi

candra sahodari hemamaye |
munigaNamaNDita mokShapradAyini

ma~njuLabhAShiNi vedanute ||

paN^kajavAsini devasupUjita

sadguNavarShiNi shAntiyute |

jayajaya he madhusUdana kAmini

AdilakShmi sadA pAlaya mAm || 1 ||


dhAnyalakShmi


ayi kalikalmaShanAshini kAmini
vaidikarUpiNi vedamaye |

kShIrasamudbhava maN^galarUpiNi

mantranivAsini mantranute ||

maN^galadAyini ambujavAsini

devagaNAshrita pAdayute |

jayajaya he madhusUdana kAmini

dhAnyalakShmi sadA pAlaya mAm || 2 ||

dhairyalakShmi

jayavaravarNini vaiShNavi bhArgavi

mantrasvarUpiNi mantramaye |

suragaNapUjita shIghraphalaprada

j~nAnavikAsini shAstranute ||

bhavabhayahAriNi pApavimocani

sAdhujanAshrita pAdayute |

jayajaya he madhusUdana kAmini

dhairyalakShmi sadA pAlaya mAm || 3 ||
gajalakShmi
jayajaya durgatinAshini kAmini
sarvaphalaprada shAstramaye |
rathagaja turagapadAdi samAv.rta
parijanamaNDita lokanute ||
harihara brahma supUjita sevita
tApanivAriNi pAdayute |
jayajaya he madhusUdana kAmini
gajalakShmi rUpeNa pAlaya mAm || 4 ||
santAnalakShmi

ayi khagavAhini mohini cakriNi
rAgavivardhini j~nAnamaye |
guNagaNavAridhi lokahitaiShiNi
svarasapta bhUShita gAnanute ||
sakala surAsura devamunIshvara

mAnavavandita pAdayute |

jayajaya he madhusUdana kAmini

santAnalakShmi sadA pAlaya mAm || 5 ||

vijayalakShmi

jaya kamalAsani sadgatidAyini

j~nAnavikAsini gAnamaye |

anudinamarcita kuN^kumadhUsara\-

bhUShita vAsita vAdyanute ||

kanakadharAstuti vaibhava vandita

shaN^kara deshika mAnya pade |

jayajaya he madhusUdana kAmini

vijayalakShmi sadA pAlaya mAm || 6 ||

vidyAlakShm
praNata sureshvari bhArati bhArgavi

shokavinAshini ratnamaye |

maNimayabhUShita karNavibhUShaNa

shAntisamAv.rta hAsyamukhe ||

navanidhidAyini kalimalahAriNi

kAmita phalaprada hastayute |

jayajaya he madhusUdana kAmini

vidyAlakShmi sadA pAlaya mAm || 7 ||

dhanalakShmi

dhimidhimi dhindhimi dhindhimi dhindhimi

dundubhi nAda supUrNamaye |

ghumaghuma ghuMghuma ghuMghuma ghuMghuma

shaN^khaninAda suvAdyanute ||

vedapurANetihAsa supUjita

vaidikamArga pradarshayute |

jayajaya he madhusUdana kAmini

dhanalakShmirUpeNa pAlaya mAm|| 8 ||
Karthikapournami
There are twelve months in a year and among them Karthikam and Margasira months (corresponding English months are November- December) are very holy according to Bhagvat Gita. Pournami Thidi falling in the month of Karthikam is considered to be very important. Since the festival is celebrated in the winter season warm atmosphere is created by lighting oil lamps (Diyas) and indulging in fire works. 

According to the Puranas the marriage of Tulasi took place with Vishnu on this day. The women-folk, therefore, celebrate the marriage of Tulasi to ward off any evil forces on their husbands. 

Amla (Usarikaya) is prominently used in Ayurveda as it has got the digestive power and also to cure some skin diseases. On Kartika Pournami the juice of Amla is taken out and applied to the body before taking bath. The breeze of Amla Tree is good for health and hence in the name of Karthika Bhojanam (Karthika Lunch) food is cooked under the Amla tree and served. 

Tulasi and Amla are two important ingredients in the science of Ayurverdam and, therefore, coming into contact with them in some form or the other keeps our health in good form. 
Festival of Lights

Karthikai Deepam, the festival of lights, basically a Tamil festival is celebrated throughout Tamil Nadu during the month of Karthikai (November-December). 

It is one of the oldest festivals celebrated in the State, perhaps even before people began celebrating Deepavali and Navarathri.

The Karthikai Deepam commemorates the appearance of the Lord as a jothi sthambam, an infinite pillar of light at Arunachala. 

This festival falls in the Tamil month of Kartigai when the star Krithika is on the ascendant and usually occurs on a full moon day.


One of the earliest references to the festival is found in the Ahananuru, a book of poems, which dates back to the Sangam Age (200 B.C. to 300 A.D.). The Ahananuru clearly states that Karthikai is celebrated on the full moon day (pournami) of the Tamil month of Karthikai. It was one of the most important festivals (peruvizha) of the ancient Tamils.

